
 

 

Appendix 4 (as supplied by the authors): Participant responses to CPR 

Knowledge Questionnaire 

NOTE: Correct answers are in boldface type 

Question Number (%) of 
participants with 
correct answer 

Pre Viewing 
 

Number (%) of 
participants with 
correct answer 
Post Viewing 

 

P value 

1) When the heart stops beating brain death will 
occur in: 
a) One hour  
b) Several minutes 
c) Immediately 
d) Don’t know 

30/71 (42.3%) 50/71 (70.4%) 0.0003 

2) CPR includes the following treatments: 
a)  Pressing hard and fast on the breast bone to 
pump blood through the heart to the body 
b) Putting a breathing tube through the mouth and 
into the lungs to get air into the lungs 
c) Giving the person antibiotics for a lung infection 
d) both a and b 
e) Don’t know 

61/69 (88.4%) 68/69 (98.6%) 0.008 

3) If CPR is successful and the heart restarts the 
person: 
a) Is able to resume their usual activities 
b) Usually needs to rest in bed for a few days 
c) Usually needs a machine to help with 
breathing, medicines, and fluids while trying to 
recover in ICU (Intensive Care Unit) 
d) Don’t know 

33/69 (47.8%) 61/69 (88.4%) <0.0001 

4) The most serious possible harm from the heart 
stopping and needing to have CPR is: 
a) Having bruised or broken ribs from pressing on the 
chest 
b) Severe brain damage from lack of oxygen 
c) It is frightening to watch 
d) None of the above 
e) Don’t know 

31/60 (51.7%) 50/60 (83.3%) <0.0001 

5) When CPR is effective it will: 
a) Restart the heart and improve most health 
conditions and improve ability to live 
b) Restart the heart but have absolutely no effect 
on other medical conditions 
c) Don’t know 

32/69 (46.4%) 42/69 (60.9%) 0.03 

  



 

 

6) If 100 people have a chronic condition (heart 
failure, kidney failure, chronic lung 
disease) and their hearts stop, how many will survive 
CPR and recover well enough to leave the hospital? 
a) Everyone survives (100 out of 100) 
b) About half of the people (50 out of 100) 
c) Very few people (10 out of 100) 
d) Don’t know 

14/68 (20.6%) 61/68 (89.7%) <0.0001 

7) If the patient decides NOT to have CPR: 
a) They can receive treatments to relieve 
suffering AND for other medical conditions if 
wanted 
b) They can only receive treatment to relieve 
suffering but NOT for other medical conditions 
c) They will be discharged from hospital because 
there is nothing more to do 
d) Don’t know 

28/68 (41.2%) 53/68 (77.9%) <0.0001 

8) The healthcare team wants to talk to hospitalized 
patients about the CPR decision because: 
a) The right decision about CPR depends on what 
is most important to the individual patient in 
addition to the patient’s medical conditions 
b) The patient can order CPR to be done in any 
situation 
c) The doctor doesn’t want to be sued for not asking 
the patient 
d) Don’t know 

43/64 (67.2%) 56/64 (87.5%) 0.003 

9) Of all the people who survive CPR, how many will 
have serious problems with their ability to think? 
a) All survivors 
b) More than half of survivors 
c) A few survivors 
d)  Don’t know 

15/67 (22.4%) 48/67 (71.6%) <0.0001 

 


